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2010 Junior Study Tour By Kyle Yamashiro (age 16)
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Growing up as a
child, I was rarely ever exposed
to the Okinawan
roots of my family. I was always raised by
the
Peruvian
culture, and it
never crossed
my mind to
ask about the
Okinawan side
of my family.
It wasn’t until my middle school years,
that a family friend of ours introduced an
Okinawan drama to us called “Churasan.” I
was a little hesitant at first to watch the drama, but it only took the first episode to get
me interested in learning more about the
Okinawan culture. I yearned to learn the
Sanshin, more about Okinawa, and most of
all, having the opportunity to visit Okinawa.
At the age of nine, I was already enrolled in
Sanshin classes with Ishihara Sensei, reading books about Okinawa, and asking my
parents what it was like there. Now that I
had the opportunity to go, I feel as though I
have discovered a whole new side of me.
When I finally reached Okinawa after the
long and tiring flight, my energy level rose.
I was excited, for it was my first time be-

ing in Japan. It wasn’t until the morning of
the next day, that the humidity and heat of
Okinawa had really hit me. Throughout the
whole week of homestay, I would wake up
early and help my Uncle with his work. Afterwards, he would take me shopping and
sight-seeing. The moment I saw the beautiful white beaches of Okinawa, I fell in love
with the scenery. Even the freeway was enjoyable to drive through seeing all the trees
and natural beauty of Okinawa. I was able
to get closer to the family I have that resides
in Okinawa, finish my shopping, and appreciate a lot of new things that I’ve never
experienced before during the week of my
homestay.
The first day of the Junior Study Tour was
all standard procedure. We registered, they
went over the rules, etc. It wasn’t until we
played small games with each other, that I
began to enjoy the time. After the games,
we were assigned our rooms and during
that time, I decided to introduce myself to
the other participants. I was able to connect with the North American and South
American members really quickly, mainly
because I know how to speak both Spanish
and English. I was hesitant at first to speak
to the Japanese participants, but after seeing everyone else putting forth effort, I decided to happily introduce myself. Everyone
got along so well in such a short time, and
“Jr. Study Tour” cont. on page 5

President’s Corner

Chogi Higa
It is appropriate that we always end the
OAA picnic with the community Bon Odori,
a folk dance used to honor the spirits of
our departed ancestors. Young and old
gathered in the grassy area in front of the
stage and joined in on the traditional Bon
dances while walking in a continuous circular pattern. This tradition is carried out
in practically every country where you find
a Japanese community. It is very similar to
the Mexican holiday, Dia de los Muertos
(Day of the Dead), where families and communities gather to remember those who
have passed away. The Bon Odori ritual
is one of the most significant traditions that
we undertake. It binds and strengthens our
cultural and social bonds, as well as demonstrates our respect and submission to
the lives of our ancestors.

As the seasons brought us another enjoyable summer, the Okinawa Association
of America was able to enjoy a number
of annual events. The most significant of
which was the annual OAA Picnic, which
took place this past July with hundreds of
participants spending the entire day at the
Whittier Narrows Recreational Park enjoying live entertainment, children’s games,
barbecues, and socializing with family and
friends.

This past August, members of the OAA
diligently participated in another traditional
event – The Annual Nisei Week Parade.
Under a scorching sun, we represented
our heritage through our folk dances and
colorful display of banners that we carried
through the entire route of the parade.
The 70th Anniversary Nisei Week Festival
ended with a public Bon Odori led by the
newly installed Queen, Lani Nishiyama.
It was great to see another Nisei Week

Summer Pleasures By Yuko Yamauchi

Choichi Kai LA branch performs at OAA Picnic

This year’s picnic took place on Sunday, July
18, 2010, at the Whittier Narrows Recreation
Group Picnic Area #E1. Although predicted
to be one of hottest summer days to date,
we were pleasantly surprised to find that the
much-shaded area also comes equipped
with a lovely breeze! If anybody stayed away
with heat concerns, it appears our new picnic spot may be immune. (So, next time, join
us!)
Besides the annual awarding of the OAA
high school scholarships (see page 4), entertainment included ever-popular Ryukyukoku Matsuri Daiko (RMD), hula by Ai Teshima, uta-sanshin by three separate groups
(students of Ishihara Minyo, Aikohkai, and
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Choichi Kai), ryukyu dance by Miyagi-ryu
Nosho Kai students, Gabby Nakasone and
Jasmine Kerr, karaoke by Masao Tobaru and
Michiko Numata, UC Irvine taiko group, Jodaiko, and solo talents of RMD teens, Kohki
Nishioka and Justin Toyosato. There was
also Justin’s mom, Marisa, whom we asked
to do a salsa demonstration and there was
a karate demonstration by Eihachi Ota’s karate students.

Queen, with Okinawan lineage, be selected
to such a public title. It brings great honor
to us all. It was in 2002, when the OAA
honored Queen Nishiyama’s grandfather,
Robert Taira, the late founder of King’s Hawaiian Bakery, with a Certificate of Recognition for his many achievements.
I would like to thank Dana Fujiko Heatherton, the 2009 Nisei Week Queen for carrying her title with great dignity and enthusiasm. It was wonderful to see such
a positive personality with an infectious
smile carry out her duties throughout the
past year.
As the season changes, let us also change,
learn, and grow with every passing year.
As one famous inspirational speaker once
said, Be willing to take on new challenges,
so you may know success.

“KEIRO KANSHA NO HI
PARTY”
“We are honoring our
80+ members”

Date: Sunday, September 12
Time: 12:00 noon to 4:00 PM
Place: JCI Hall (Gardena Valley
Japanese Cultural Institute)
1962 W. 162nd St., Gardena, CA
Bento: $10 for anyone younger
than age 80 (Free bento for all 80+
members)
We will have delicious homemade
“Shibui” soup, celebrate the July
through December birthdays,
have lively entertainment, BINGO
with prizes, fun and fellowship!
RSVP deadline
September 6, 2010

Bon dancing was led by Naomi Endow with
various sanshin senseis playing live musical accompaniment, and the final tug-o-war
took place with the women securing their
winning streak over the men. Raffle prizes
were given out throughout the day with the
grand prize 19” flat screen TV (purchased
through Net Work World at a discount).

Special guests at the picnic included representatives from other prefectural kenjinkais,
as well as some of our 2009 OAA centennial
sponsors.

Over 200 bentos were purchased in advance, while many brought their own food. In
addition to the free drinks and snow cones,
this year imagawayaki snacks were also
available for free.

The picnic was successful, but could not have
been without the help of more than 50 volunteers who helped with set up, bento prep,
running the snow cone/drinks booth and the
children and adult games, and stage

Ippee Nifee Deebiru!

“Summer Pleasures” cont. on page 5
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Tanabata Festival
Fujinbu News

By Chairperson Helene Shimane

Our Fujinbu ladies have been busy helping
at the Kajimaya 8th Anniversary Celebration, Picnic, Tanabata making, Nisei Week
Parade and the Golf Tournament awards
party. They are ready to help whenever
they are needed. We appreciate their willingness and generosity of their talents and
their experience which help to make all of
our events successful.

their sensei, Emi Hojoen and only Masako
Hanabusa continued on as her student.

One of our members, Masako Hanabusa
will do her last performance on stage at
the Nippon Minyo Dance Show. She will
donate the ticket money to the Fujinbu
for our support.

To purchase tickets please call Helene Shimane at (310) 323-7965

By Ethel Asato

Nippon Minyo Dance Show
Sunday, November 7, 2010
Armstrong Theater
3330 Civic Center Drive
Torrance, CA
$20/person

P.S. During the 1980’s at the old clubhouse,
our Fujinbu ladies were the first students of

二世ウイーク女王にラニ・ニシヤマさん

沖縄県系４世
ャルに菊池日出男さん、パレー
ド・マーシャルに長洲未来さんが
選ばれ、フロート（山車）に乗って
リトル東京をパレードした。沖縄
県人会芸能部員３０人が眞境名
愛子部長を中心に「パラダイス・
ウルマジマ」音頭で行進した。特
別ゲストでフロー
トに乗った美川憲一さんが「沖
縄の衣装とてもきれい」とほめて
いた。

Tamlyn Tomida, Mirai Nagasu, 2010 Nisei Week Queen
Lani Nishiyama

南カリフォルニア日系最大のイベント「二
世ウイーク・フェスティバル」が華々しくそ
の幕を切ったのが７月下旬、８月１４日に
は女王選出の「コロネーション・ボウル」が
開催され、西ロサンゼルス日系市民団体
推薦のラニ・クメ・ニシヤマさん（２４）が７
名の候補者の中から栄冠を獲得した。
ニシヤマさんはＬＡ近郊生まれ、ＵＳＣ（
南カリフォルニア大学）を卒業後しばらく
不動産業に携わったが、現在俳優養成
所に通って将来映画俳優を目指してい
る。母方サイドの曾祖父母は沖縄からハ
ワイ移民として渡ってきた。「日本本土は
旅行したことがあるが、沖縄にも行きた
い」と語った。
１５日にはパレードがあり、二世ウイーク
祭りも最高潮に達した。グランド・マーシ
www.oaamensore.org

１６日には「二世ウイーク委員会
主催の慰労会」があり、菊池さんや長洲
さんらに感謝状が授与された。パレー
ド・マーシャルをつとめた長洲未来さん
は米国フィギヤスケート界で期待の星で
最も有名な一人である。ロサンゼルス郊
外のモンテベロで生まれ、スケートを始
めたアーケディアで育った。今年のバン
クーバー冬季オリンピックで４位に輝い
た。ソチ五輪優勝を目指し前進している
ホープ１５歳、両親は共に日本人である。
写真は受賞の喜びを語る長洲未来さ
ん（壇上）。左から司会のタムリン・トミタさ
ん、長洲さん、二世ウイーク女王のラニ・
ニシヤマさんと二世ウイーク実行委員。
グランド・京都ホテルにて。
当銘貞夫記

The second Tanabata Festival (Star Festival) opening ceremony was held on August
13, 2010 in front of the Museum of Contemporary Art (MOCA).
On July 27 & 28, 2010, the Fujinbu ladies
made their second Tanabata which was
on display in Little Tokyo during the Nisei
Week celebration from August 13 to 16,
2010. If you missed seeing the colorful display during the festival, you can see OAA’s
two tanabatas in room 103.
The Tanabata Festival is based on the folk
legend of the Cowherd Star (Altair) and the
Weaver Princess Star (Vega) who were 2
lovers whose paths crossed the Milky Way
once a year in the month of July. During the
festival, people write their “wishes” on paper and tie them on the bamboo branches.

Mieko Shima, Betty H. Oshiro, Barbara
Shimabukuro, Kimiko Goya, Ethel Asato,
Hiroko Higa, Tomiko Akamine, Chogi Higa
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2010 OAA Scholarship Recipients
By Helene Shimane
Erin Arata Yeakey
Yamauchi Scholarship

Erin & her mother Kumi

Erin Arata Yeakey is the daughter of Eric
and Kumi Yeakey. Erin graduated from
Thousand Oaks High School, as a CSF
member and NAMU Provost Scholarship
recipient. She played 4 years of varsity
tennis and is a black belt in karate. She
also has a softer side, playing piano for 12
years and attending seminary as well. Erin
attributes her yearning for perfection from
her dad, who was an athlete at UCLA. Erin
credits her mom, who came to the United
States from Okinawa when she was 8,
knowing no English, to secure a better future for herself and her family. Erin states
that she grew up unaware of her Okinawan
heritage, but recently was told the story of
her grandpa running through the streets of
Okinawa during World War II, protecting
his baby sister from flying shrapnel with a
frying pan. She says, “It was then that I
realized the importance of peace. All of a
sudden, I was no longer confused by my
grandma’s seemingly submissive existence; instead I immediately admired her
strength and courage.” Inspired by her
family, Erin will pursue a career in nursing
at Arizona State this fall.

Hiroaki Nakandakari
Higashi Scholarship

Scholar and the Bank of America Achievement Award in Mathematics. He was also
active in Tennis and vice president of the
Asian Culture Club. Outside of school,
Hiroaki volunteers at senior homes and
read to kids at the local library. He says,
“This experience helped me feel like I was
making a difference by helping kids enjoy
reading more, because along with reading
comes a broader knowledge and vocabulary that only help to improve our future
generations.” Hiroaki is also a member
of the Ryukyukoku Matsuri Daiko. He will
attend UC Irvine in the fall with a major in
Chemical Engineering.

Jason Kai Yuhena
Kamiya Scholarship

Jason with his mother Hatsumi & father
Masaru

Jason Kai Yohena is the son of Masaru and
Hatsumi Yohena. He graduated from Santiago High School, was a CSF Life Member,
National Honor Society member and recipient of the AP Scholar Award, President’s
Education Award and Corona Rotary Scholarship, and Superintendent’s Award which
only 4 of 4,000 students receive. He was
active in tennis and was the Student Body
Technical Commissioner. Jason was born
in Okinawa and from an early age learned
that being Okinawan is different from being
Japanese. He enjoys cooking and wants to
learn more about Okinawan food. He also
enjoys their laid-back attitude. He states, “I
am familiar with some of the sayings such
as “Nan-kuru-nai-sai” (It will work out), but
I want to be able to expand my horizons.”
He will attend UC San Diego in the fall, majoring in Computer Engineering.

Robert Kosei Miyashiro
Miyahara Scholarship

Robert with his mother Diane & father
Wendel

Robert Kosei Miyashiro is the son of Wendel and Diane Miyashiro. He graduated
from the California Academy of Mathematics and Science as a member of the National Honor Society. He was captain of
the varsity basketball, cross-country, track
and field teams. He also received a Sansei Baseball League Scholarship. Robert
has been an active member of the Gardena
F.O.R. basketball organization since he was
4 years old. He has been a player, referee
and volunteer coach for the organization.
He also participated at a project through
the Center for Energy and Environmental
Research Services, to install solar panels on the roof of the Long Beach Airport
and Long Beach transit. He says, “While
it was only a proposal, the plan will hopefully be implemented and will be installed
to help save power for the Long Beach
community...I feel that I am connected to
the community and was glad to try to help
them better themselves.” In that pursuit, he
will attend UC Davis in the fall, majoring in
Environmental Science and Management.

Sachi Kinjo

Sachi with her mother Keiko and father
Masaru
Hiroaki & his mother Masako & father
Gustavo

Hiroaki Nakandakari is the son of Gustavo
and Masako Nakandakari. He graduated
near the top of his class at Covina High
School with numerous scholastic honors
including CSF Gold Seal Life Member, AP
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Sachi Kinjo is the daughter of Masaru and
Keiko Kinjo. She graduated from Bishop
Montgomery High School with a CSF Life
Membership award. She was a member
of Concordia as well as the yearbook staff.
She has been performing Ryukyu Buyo
(Okinawan dance) under Majikina Aiko sen-

www.oaamensore.org

2010 OAA Scholarship
Recipients Continued
sei since 1997 and volunteers frequently at
the OAA office and events. She will attend
Cal State Dominguez Hills in the fall.

Yuki Sidney Shingaki

Yuki with his grandfather Haruo Ishihara

Yuki Sidney Shingaki is the son of Dim and
Maki Makarikas. He graduated from Patriot High School as the member of the National Honor Roll and recipient of the JACL
Scholarship. He also ran track, cross country and played tennis. He loves acrobatics
and break dancing as well. He is currently
attending Riverside Community College
and hopes to pursue a major in Biomedical
Engineering a UCLA in the future.

their physical labor, as well as their unique
talents to help put on these events for the
benefit of the membership. The OAA picnic
is a FREE event that members can attend.
Special thanks goes to Dan Ashimine, Masa
Ajifu, Hiroshi Yamauchi and Jimmy and Mary
Ishiara for going above and beyond!
The picnic planning committee always welcomes feedback, suggestions, and also any
new volunteers who want to get involved! We
hope you join us next year!
BUDGET overview:
Income breakdown:			
Raffle:		
$1,588.00
Donations:
$2613.00
Drink booth:
$12.00
Bento sales:
$1,224.00
Total:		
$5,437.00
Expense breakdown:
Whittier Narrows rental
Mobile stage rental:
Port-a-potties:		
Etc. (food, ads, prizes, etc.)
Total:			

$604.24
$525.00
$269.70
$3,098.23
$4,497.17

“Jr. Study Tour” cont. from page 1

Brian Yonaichi Blasman

Brian with his mother Emily and father
Paul

Brian Yonaichi Blasman is the son of Paul
and Emily Blasman. He graduated from
North High School with academic honors
from USJF. He was active in Judo participating in the Gardena Judo Club, earning
a brown belt, while learning about culture
and discipline. Brian also was an Edison
Elementary School Library volunteer. Brian will attend UC Riverside with a major in
Electrical Engineering.
“Summer Pleasures” cont. from page 2

help. Some arrived at the picnic area at 7am
to set-up, were back at the OAA Center at
6pm to unload, and still others volunteered
two days in a row to load the truck that
brought all of the equipment. We at OAA are
blessed with volunteers who give their time,

www.oaamensore.org

in the long run, these people that I had met
on the tour have made such a huge impact
on my life.
The second day and third day were “Nature
Study” days. One place I really enjoyed was
the aquarium. The dolphin show was the
first I had ever seen, and it was so amazing!
I was speechless at the end of the show.
I was expecting some kind of SeaWorld
experience, but this was so much more
graceful and relaxing. After the aquarium,
we had time to swim and play at the beach.
The warm and clear Okinawan water and
white beaches seemed to just make me
forget all about California, and I didn’t want
to leave anytime soon. The ending of the
second day was bittersweet, only because
I wanted to stay at the beach longer, but we
needed to stay on track.

The next day, we went trekking through Higashi no Sawa where we actually encountered a live Habu next to the trail we were
walking. They actually had to kill it right
away, in order for us to not be in danger of
getting bitten. We hiked for about 4 hours,
followed by a big barbecue and campfire afterwards to satisfy our stomachs. We spent
the night playing more games, learning
Eisa, and just getting to know each other a
little more. I’d actually have to say that the
campfire was one of the most memorable
moments because, during the games, we
all acted like family and just had such good
communication, regardless of the fact that
not all of us speak the same language. Everyone showed support in the competitive
games, and no one was ever let down. I feel
this was the most inspiring and influential
part of the tour.
Day four was History Study day. We were
able to go to Shuri-Jo Castle and we
learned a lot about the Chinese influence
on Okinawan culture. They had explained
to us how they re-built the castle and how
it became destroyed in the first place. We
were given time later to just look around
and see the building ourselves, with friends.
That same day, we went to the Naha City
Traditional Arts and Crafts Center, where
we practiced Sanshin. It was cool seeing
an actual Sanshin instructor in Okinawa.
We were able to lightly converse and she
had complimented me in my Sanshin skills.
After, we began making “Bingata” fabrics,
and although from my perspective, mine
looked somewhat bad, the instructor had
complimented me in my finished product.
I was flattered and smiling the whole day.
We stayed overnight at Itoman Seinen no le
where we also practiced Eisa once again.
The fifth day of the tour was intense. We
visited the Himeyuri Peace Monument,
where we paid our respects, and strolled
through the Machigwa Marketplace. In the
Himeyuri memorial, there was a large tower
that my friend and I found, where we spent
about 15 minutes taking pictures of the view
around us. In the marketplace, we all were
allowed to look around, though I wasn’t
used to seeing the heads of dead pigs with
sunglasses on. After the stroll, we made our
way back to the hotel, killing time by singing
karaoke in the tour bus. The karaoke had
also been a very memorable part of the trip.
It didn’t matter if you could sing or not, or
what language the song was, we all just either clapped or sang together. Because this
was the last time we would be spending the
night together, the staff had allowed us to
“Jr. Study Tour” cont. on page 6
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OAA GENERAL MEETING
Join us at our OAA General Membership
Meeting on Sunday, November 14, 2010 at
2:00 PM in the Yamauchi Building, 16500
S. Western Ave., Gardena. On the agenda
will be the annual financial report, reports
from all Committees, election of 7 Board of
Directors and a new President for 2-year
terms.

Nisei Week

By Aiko Majikina

Qualifications: (For Board) California resident, Member in good standing for 3 years.
(For President) Have been an officer or
Board of Director for more than 3 years.
Nominations for the 7 positions on the
Board of Directors are:
•
Masanobu Ajifu
•
Kimiko Goya
•
Tomiko Akamine
•
Aiko Tokunaga
•
Dan Ashimine
•
Sachiko Arakaki
**Nominations will be open till the meeting.
Nominations for President will be taken at
the meeting. All nominees must be present
at this meeting.
**Only paid OAA members by July 14, 2010
deadline will be eligible to vote. Come, exercise your right to vote for a better OAA
in 2011!
Refreshments will be served.
“Jr. Study Tour” cont. from page 5

took pictures with each other, and told how
much we would miss each other.
The last day of the tour was nerve wracking.
First, we spent the beginning of the day doing workshops and learning about how Okinawan culture spread through many parts
of the world, then came our last practice
of Eisa. We practiced long and hard, and
in the end it paid off. It sounded so good
when everyone was on beat and in sync.
A feeling of relief had broken through when
we were finally done and all we could hear
was the applause of the crowd. Sadly, everything comes to an end, and right after
the Eisa performance, we had to return to
our homestay.
I remember telling my Aunt the moment I
stepped into the car to go to homestay, that
I had already began missing my friends
from the tour. When I prepared my speech,
I literally poured my heart out and put all
emotion into what I wanted to say.
“Jr. Study Tour” cont. on page 7

6

OAA Quarterly Newsletter No 68

For Japanese-Americans living in
Southern California, Nisei Week brings
exciting memories of gathering the
communities together in Little Tokyo
celebrating the Japanese culture. This
excitement is also spread among the
Okinawan community as we have participated in the parade for nearly 30
years. The OAA Geino-Bu performed
two official ondo dances in the parade.
One was slightly modified to Okinawan
dance form and the other was set to an
Okinawan song. This year the GeinoBu performed with “Waninatte” choreographed by Mdm Fujima Kansuma
(re-arranged for Geino-Bu by Aiko Majikina) and “Paradise Urumajima” choreographed by Mdm Keiko Yonamine.
This year we had several first-time
young performers! Hopefully, that number will increase in the future. We thank
all the Geino-Bu members who participated in such colorful costumes and
with such energy!
Also, this year the closing ondo added
well-known Okinawa minyo “Asadoya
Yunta”. Miles Hamada, Ondo Chairperson, wanted to include an Okinawan
ondo commemorating the 100th year
of celebrating OAA and 110 years of
Okinawa immigration. Majikina Honryu
and a few OAA members participated
dancing ondo at the closing ceremony
of Nisei Week.
Thank you participants, for enthusiastically representing the OAA in the parade and ondo!

Ai Teshima (left) and friends pose before the
parade

A Youth’s Perspective
By Ai Teshima (age 12)
Nisei Week Parade 2010 was my very
first Little Tokyo event. Honestly, the
only parade I have ever seen live is the
one at Disneyland. I was really excited
to be actually dancing in the parade
with my Okinawan dancer friends Miyo,
Kyo, Rika-chan, Sachi, and Sayuri. We
all got to dress up in brand new beautiful blue kimonos supplied by the OAA.
We learned two dance numbers for the
occasion. We did one with Kachi Kachis and another lively dance to a more
modern song. I felt that the spectators
really enjoyed watching us because
they welcomed us with great applause.
I don’t know anyone who didn’t hear my
mom cheering at the top of her lungs,
“ GO O-KI-NA-WA!!!!!”....embarrassing.
I’m pretty sure she was feeling the Okinawan pride. We also saw Mirai Nagasu
the Olympic ice skater and everybody
loved seeing Kenichi Mikawa. He was
actually right behind our OAA group. I
had a very memorable time that is most
definitely going to be the highlight of my
summer vacation!
www.oaamensore.org
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Martial Arts Committee (MAC) Update

The Sayonara Party was filled with smiles
and tears. Many people had cried while giving their speech. Some of the guys were
crying too, while I felt a deep sadness in
my chest. The party ended at five o’ clock,
but everyone stayed until seven, just hugging and taking photos with everyone. We
all still communicate through e-mail and
even Facebook. We’re constantly updating each other on how we are, and I really
cannot wait until the day I see these people
again. “Nihe Debiru.” Thank you
Junior Study Tour
for making Summer 2010 my best
summer ever.

In June and August, the Martial Arts
Committee (MAC) headed by Ota
Sensei (Shorin-ryu) sponsored two karate and kobudo seminars at the OAA
Center in Gardena, CA. The seminars
drew many participants from varied
Okinawan styles inclusive of Goju-ryu,
Matsubayshi-ryu, Shuri-ryu, Ryuei-ryu,
Isshin-ryu and Uechi-ryu. The seminar
had a great turn out.

DONORS CORNER:
Scholarship Donations
$150 - Glenn Nakata
$100 - Nichole Mihara ● Sam & Helene
Shimane
$50 - Robert Martin ● Joe Yamagawa

The seminars included the following
presentations: kata application and
kobudo practice in connection with karate training (Eihachi Ota); basics or
kihon and combat application along
with history and the integration of mind
and spirit (Yoshikazu Funakoshi); body
dynamics for power generation (Tomohiro Arashiro); controlling combat
distance (Michael George); Iron Body
conditioning drills and sparring techniques (Michael De Donato).
During the second seminar a range of
topics were covered that expanded on
the first seminar themes in addition to
methods on how to teach self defense
to women (Maria Evans) and drills for
sparring (Michael George). Two kata
were taught by Ota and Kinjo.
The MAC is planning another seminar
on judging for the upcoming tournament in November. This will be the first
OAA/MAC tournament, and are looking forward to a fine turn out. There will
be some great competition/demonstrawww.oaamensore.org

tion. Seminar and tournament details
will shortly be forthcoming.
The instructors comprising MAC encompass a diversity of experience and
instructional styles which blend well to
form a strong foundation for the future
of traditional Okinawan karate.
More information concerning MAC activities may be obtained by contacting
any one of the members as listed below:
Eihachi Ota (Shorin-ryu)
The head of OAA/MAC
eihachi.ota@sbcglobal.net
Tomihiro Arashiro (Ryuei-ryu)
tomohiro.arashiro@gmail.com
Michael George (Matsubayashi-ryu)
cgeorge001@earthlink.net
Maria Evans (Shuri-ryu)
shozensensei@yahoo.com
Gichi Funakoshi (Goju-ryu)
gichif@yahoo.com
Prince Loeffler (Shorin-ryu)
princeloeffler@yahoo.com
Katsuhide Kinjo (Goju-ryu)
akahkinjo@msn.com
Michael DeDonato (Uechi-ryu)
uechi-la@ca.rr.com

Picnic Donations
$250 - Kamiya Insurance
$160 - Sam & Helene Shimane
$102 - Koyu Shiroma
$100 - Ethel Asato ● Shigeo & Kimiko Goya
● Brenda Higa ● Jane Kamiya ● Yasukazu
Takushi ● Shinsho Tamanaha ● Kaori
Turner
$50 - $80 - Midori Endo ● Henry & Naomi
Endow ● Hideko Harper ● Mery & Constanza Higa ● Hiroshima Kenjinkai ● James &
Mary Ishiara ● Hideo Ishimine ● Kagoshima
Kenjinkai ● Takeo Kaneshiro ● Tak Kohatsu
● Shingi Kuniyoshi ● Nosho Miyagi ● Miyazaki Kenjinkai ● Nanka Kenjinkai Kyogikai
● Dennis & Joan Oshiro ● David Shinjo ●
Aiko Tokunaga ● Sadao & Aiko Tome ●
Rosa Yakushi ● Joe Yamagawa
$40 and under - George & Ellen Asato ●
JCCSC ● Yoshiko Kamiya ● Diane Mihara
● Haruko Miller ● Henry Nakasone ● Inez
Nakata ● Katsuo & Betty Nakata ● Nanka
● Kumamoto Kenjinkai ● Saga Kenjinkai ●
Emilia Shiohama ● Ellen Wauke ● Yoshiko
Yano
General Donations (May - present)
$1,000 - Beverly Nakamaejo (In Memory of
Roy & Eleanor Higa) ● Katherine Yamachika
(In Memory of Tetsuto Yamachika)
$500 - Beverly Nakamaejo (In Memory of
Sharon Awakuni)
$200 - Junko Oshiro
$100 - Betty H. Oshiro ● Mikie Zukeran
$50 - Rodney Kamiya ● Takeo Kaneshiro
$20 and under - Charlotte Gibo ● Mamoru
Higa ● Steven Kaneshiro ● Shige Oura ●
Alice Toki
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Upcoming Events & Activities
September 4
		
		
9月4日		
		

Welcome Party for
Japanese & Okinawan high
school baseball players
日米親善高校野球大会 ・
野球選手の歓迎会

September 12
		
9月12日		

Keiro Kansha-no-Hi
Luncheon
敬老感謝の日ランチョン

October 3
		
		
		
10月3日		

OAA Annual Bazaar
11 AM – 4 PM
OAA parking lot
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
県人会バザー

October 17
		
10月17日

Nanka Kenjinkai Kyogikai
Shinboku Engeikai
南加県人会協議会親睦演芸会

November 14
		
11月14日		

Annual Meeting and
Elections
会員総会・選挙

November 28
11月28日		

OAA General Clean-Up Day
OAAセンター年末大掃除

Denotes non-OAA-sponsored event
当県人会以外の行事

•

5th Worldwide Uchinanchu Festival (aka
Uchinanchu Taikai). The Okinawa Prefectural Government (OPG) has announced
that the 5th Uchinanchu Taikai will take
place next year in October 2011. The official dates are October 13 – 16. October
12th will be the pre-festivities including
parade. There is a website maintained by
the OPG at: http://www3.pref.okinawa.jp/
site/view/cateview.jsp?cateid=65

Monthly Activities
•
1st Tuesday of every month: Monthly Volunteers Day
第1火曜日：ボランティア・デー
•
1st Saturday of every month: History Book
II mtg and Karaoke
第1土曜日：歴史部会議、カラオケ・クラブ
•
2nd Sunday of every month: Uta-Sanshin
Circle (subject to change)
第2v日曜日：唄三線サークル
•
2nd Friday of every month: Uchinaguchi
Class (subject to change)
第2、金曜日：ウチナーグチ・クラス
For more information on any of these events
contact the OAA via email at
mensore@earthlink.net or call (310) 532-1929
or log on to www.oaamensore.org

www.oaamensore.org

